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Abstract

In this paper we first introduce the domain decomposition (DD) technique into non-
intrusive reduced order modelling for complex non-linear fluid dynamics problems.
The computational domain is partitioned into subdomains representing different phys-
ical and flow features, such as shock waves, moving fronts andeddies. A set of local
basis functions for each subdomain is constructed using theproper orthogonal decom-
position (POD) method. The radial basis function (RBF) methods are then used to
generate a set of local hypersurfaces for each subdomain. These local hypersurfaces
can represent not only the fluid dynamics over the subdomain it belongs to, but also the
interaction between this subdomain and the surrounding subdomains.

Specifically, we have developed a domain decomposition non-intrusive reduced
order model (DDNIROM) for the Navier-Stokes equations. Theperformance of this
DDNIROM is numerically illustrated by two examples, flow past a cylinder and street
canyon, respectively. The results show that the DDNIROM exhibits good agreement
with the high fidelity full model while the computational cost is reduced by several
orders of magnitude. By using the DD method, the DDNIROM can provide the details
of local non-linear flow features isolated within each subdomain, for example, eddies
around the cylinder and within the street canyons. It also provides the flexibility to
choose different numbers of local basis functions for each subdomain, thus reducing the
need for large multidimensional hypersurfaces representing the fluid dynamics using
the global NIROM.

Keywords: domain decomposition, reduced order modelling, non-intrusive, proper
orthogonal decomposition

1. Introduction

Reduced order modelling (ROM) is a powerful tool for real-time analysis as it of-
fers the potential to reduce dimensionality of large complex systems. ROM has been
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successfully applied to various fields, for example, fracture modelling [1], fluid dynam-
ics [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7], air pollution [8], molecular dynamics [9], aerospace design [10],
parameter optimization [11] and haemodynamics [12]. Proper orthogonal decomposi-
tion (POD) in combination with Galerkin projection is the most popular method used
for deriving a reduced order model. However, this method is dependent on the original
source code and has some disadvantages such as instability and non-linear inefficiency
[13, 14, 15, 16, 17]. To tackle those issues, a number of stabilisation methodshave
been presented, for example, Petrov-Galerkin method [18, 19], calibration [20, 21],
regularisation [22] and Fourier expansion [23]. Also, various non-linearity model re-
duction methods have been proposed such as empirical interpolation method (EIM)
[24], discrete EIM (DEIM) [16], residual DEIM (RDEIM) [25], Petrov−Galerkin pro-
jection [20], Gauss−Newton with approximated tensors (GNAT) [26] and the quadratic
expansion method [27].

More recently, the non-intrusive reduced order modelling (NIROM) is becoming
popular in various research and engineering fields as its implementation is indepen-
dent of the original source code. The applications include fluid problems [28, 29,
30, 31, 32], fluid-structure interaction problems [33, 34] and multiphase porous media
flows [35, 36]. Xiao et al. [37] also presented a parameterized NIROM for general
time-dependent nonlinear partial differential equations. However, POD ROM has its
difficulty in capturing every location traversed by a moving discontinuity, which re-
quires larger number of basis functions and larger amount ofdata in order to capture
the energy [38]. This motivates the development of subdomain ROM technology for
complex flows (e.g. turbulent flows) and localized complex physical problems,e.g.
traffic, chemistry, greening, particles and radiation. Using DD approach allows us to
construct different local basis functions based on details of local flow solutions over
each subdomains.

The domain decomposition method originated in the work of Przemieniecki [39]. It
has been applied to various fields, such as parallel processing [40, 41], shear bands [42],
stochastic multiphysics systems [43] and hydrodynamics [44]. Lucia et al. [38] first
introduced the DD method to reduced order modelling for accurately tracking a moving
strong shock wave. Baigeset al. [45], Amsallemet al. [46] and Chaturantabut [47]
applied the DD method to non-linear model reduction. Kerfridenet al. [48] proposed
a partitioned ROM strategy for nonlinear fracture problems. Pauet al. [49, 50] used
the POD mapping method to construct ROMs for fine-resolutionriver basin models.

This paper presents a new subdomain non-intrusive reduced order model for fluid
problems using the POD and radial basis function (RBF) methods. The key idea un-
derpinning this DDNIROM is to introduce the DD method to our recently developed
non-intrusive reduced order modelling technique based on the RBF. It is a robust and
efficient approach for model reduction of general linear and non-linear time-dependent
flow dynamical systems, even when source code is unavailable. Using the RBF method,
a set of local hypersurfaces for each subdomain is constructed in such a way as to rep-
resent the underlying reduced flow dynamics from both this subdomain and its neigh-
boring subdomains.

In DDNIROM, during the offline computational procedure, the solutions to the
high fidelity model are recorded as a sequence of snapshots over the computational
domain and thus partitioned into subdomains according to local flow features. From
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the local solution snapshots over each subdomain, a number of local basis functions are
generated using POD. The RBF multi-dimensional interpolation method is then used
to construct a set of local hypersurfaces representing the local fluid dynamics over this
subdomain. When constructing the local hypersurfaces for the subdomain, the energy
of the surrounding subdomains associated to this subdomainis taken into account.

During the online computational procedure, for each subdomain, the solution of the
DDNIROM at the current time level can be obtained by providing the reduced solutions
at the previous time level over the current subdomain, as well as that at the current
time level over its surrounding subdomains into the local hypersurface functions. The
performance of the new DDNIROM has been assessed through twofluids test cases:
flow past a cylinder and street canyon test cases. Comparisons between the high fidelity
full model and the proposed DDNIROM have been carried out to validate the accuracy
of the new DDNIROM.

The structure of the present paper is as follows. Section2 presents the governing
equations of fluid problems. Section3 describes the general theory of the non-intrusive
reduced order model (NIROM). Section4 derives the methods of constructing a sub-
domain non-intrusive reduced order model (DDNIROM) for fluids problems. Section
5 demonstrates the performance of the DDNIROM for two numerical cases: flow past
a cylinder and street canyon test cases. Finally in section6, summary and conclusions
are presented.

2. Governing equations for fluid dynamics

This work uses the non-hydrostatic Navier-Stokes equations to describe the fluid
dynamics, namely,

∇ · u = 0, (1)
∂u
∂t
+ u · ∇u + f k × u = −∇p+ ∇ · τ, (2)

whereu ≡ (u, v,w)T is the velocity vector,p is the perturbation pressure (p := p/ρ0, ρ0

is the constant reference density),f represents the Coriolis inertial force, andk is an
unit vector along the vertical direction. The stress tensorτ in the diffusion term is used
to represent the viscous terms and is defined in terms of the deformation rate tensorS
as

τi j = 2µi j Si j , Si j =
1
2

(

∂ui

∂x j
+
∂u j

∂xi

)

−
1
3

3
∑

k=1

∂uk

∂xk
, 1 ≤ i, j ≤ 3, (3)

where,µ is the kinematic viscosity. In the previous definition, we assume no summa-
tion over repeated indices. In this paper, the horizontal kinematic viscosities (µ11, µ22)
and vertical kinematic viscosity (µ33) assume constant values with the off-diagonal
components ofτ defined byµi j = (µiiµ j j )1/2.

3. Non-intrusive model reduction method

The essence of the non-intrusive model reduction methods consists in constructing
a set of hypersurfaces that represent the reduced system. InPOD methods, any variable
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Ψ (for example, velocity and pressure) can be expressed:

Ψ = Ψ +

m
∑

i=1

αiΦi , (4)

where,Ψ is the mean of the variables over the simulation period, m is the number of
POD basis functions,α represents the POD coefficients needed to be calculated over the
reduced space (solutions of the ROM) andΦ represents the POD basis functions. The
POD basis functions can be obtained by performing the Singular Value Decomposition
(SVD) procedure.

The POD coefficientsα can be derived by a multi-dimensional radial basis function
interpolation method. In RBF multi- dimensional interpolation, a functionf (x) can be
approximated by the linear combination of a number of RBFsφ centered atN points.
There are various types of RBFs such as: multi-quadric, plate spline, Gaussian and
inverse multi-quadric. In this paper we use the Gaussian RBF, which has a form of
φ(r) = e−(r/σ)2

(σ being the shape parameter andr being the radius). In NIROM, the
POD coefficientsαt

i associated to theith POD basis function at any time levelt can be
obtained [29]:

αt
i = fi(αt−1

1 , α
t−1
2 , · · · , α

t−1
m ), (5)

The hypersurfacefi can be approximated by a linear combination of a number of RBFs
[29]:

fi(αt−1
1 , α

t−1
2 , · · · , α

t−1
m ) =

N
∑

j=1

wi, jφ j(
∥

∥

∥(αt−1
1 , α

t−1
2 , · · · , α

t−1
m ) − C

∥

∥

∥), (6)

where,N is the number of data points, the centerC is chosen to be the origin of the
input data. After obtaining the hypersurfacef j , the solutions at current time level can
be obtained by inputting the solutions at previous time level [29].

4. Domain decomposition non-intrusive model reduction strategy

This section describes the strategy of deriving a general DDNIROM. In the newly
proposed DDNIROM, the computational domainΩ is divided intoS subdomainsΩd, d ∈
{1, 2, · · · ,S} and each subdomain has local unknownsΨd ∈ R

Ld
, L = L1 + · · · + Ld +

· · · + LS. In this method, the variable solutions at nodes within the subdomainΩd are
used for forming a set of local POD basis functionsΦd. The local basis functions can
be extended into global basis functions by assigning zero toother subdomains,

Φi =


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, d ∈ RS, i ∈ Rm, (7)
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thereby ensuring orthonormality of the basis functions. The variables of solutions in
the global domain then can be expressed by:

Ψ =

S
∑

d=1

Ψ
d, (8)

Ψd = Ψ
d
+

md
∑

i=1

αd
i Φ

d
i , (9)

wheremd is the numbers of basis functions for each subdomainΩd.
For each subdomainΩd, we construct a set of hypersurfacesf d

i to represent the
underlying dynamical system associated to this subdomain and the surrounding subdo-
mains over the reduced space. Each hypersurface has the formof,

αd,t
i = f d

i (αd,t−1,αsd,t), (10)

where vectorαd,t−1 denotes the complete set of POD coefficients (for example, velocity
αu, pressureαp) at previous time levelt − 1 for the subdomainΩd, αsd,t denotes the
complete set of POD coefficients at time levelt for the surrounding subdomains. In a
2-D case, the number of surrounding subdomains associated to this subdomainΩd is
between 2 and 4, see a simple example in figure1, which shows a maximum of four
surrounding subdomains (labelled sd) connected with the subdomainΩd.

Figure 1: The figure shows a simple subdomain example, which uses colour to show the different subdomains
clearly. The domaind has four surrounding subdomains-labelledsd.

The RBF/POD NIROM method is then used to construct a set of hypersurfaces for
each POD coefficient at each subdomain. The procedure can be described in algorithms
1 (offline) and 2 (online), respectively. Algorithm 1 describes the offline computational
procedure on how to construct a set of local hyper-surfaces for each subdomain while
algorithm 2 details the online computation of DDNIROM wherethe interaction be-
tween a subdomain and its surrounding subdomains is taken into account.
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Algorithm 1 : Offline: constructing a set of hyper-surfaces for DDNIROM

(1) Generate a number of snapshots over the time period [0,T] by solving the fluid
dynamics problem;

(2) Divide the computational domainΩ into S subdomains;

(3) Generate a number of POD basis functionsΦu andΦp via performing SVD on the
snapshots matrix of the subdomain;

(4) Obtain the functional valuesyt at the data points (αd,t−1,αsd,t) via the solutions
from the high fidelity model, wheret ∈ {1, 2, . . .T};

(5) Obtain a set of hypersurfaces through the following loop:

for d = 1 to Sdo
for i = 1 to mdo

(i) Calculate the weightswd
t, j by solving equation (11);

Adwd
i, j = yd

i, j, j ∈ {1, 2, . . . ,N},

where A is a matrix associated with the radius,A = φ(r).

(ii) Obtain a set of hyper surfaces (f d
j (αt−1

1 , α
t−1
2 , · · · , α

t−1
m )) by substituting the

weight values obtained in the above step into equation (11);

f d
u,i(α

d
u, α

d
p) =

N
∑

j=1

wd
i, jφ

d
j (
∥

∥

∥(αd,t−1
u ,αd,t−1

p ,αsd,t
u ,α

sd,t
p ) − C

∥

∥

∥),

f d
p,i(α

d
u, α

d
p) =

N
∑

i=1

wd
i, jφ

d
j (
∥

∥

∥(αd,t−1
u ,αd,t−1

p ,αsd,t
u ,α

sd,t
p ) − C

∥

∥

∥),

endfor
endfor
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Algorithm 2 : Online DDNIROM calculation for the fluid problem

for it = 1 to Niteration do
for d = 1 to Sdo

(1) Obtain the surrounding subdomains (sd in figure1) for the subdomaind
according to the locations.

(2) Initialisation.
for i = 1 to mdo
Initialize POD coefficients for subdomaind (αd,0

u, j ,α
d,0
p, j );

(3) Calculate solutions at current time step:
for t = 1 to T do
for i = 1 to mdo

(i) Obtain the POD coefficients for associated surrounding subdomains. If there
are no solutions for this surrounding subdomain, then ignore this
surrounding subdomain at this iterationit.

(ii) Evaluate the hypersurfacesf d at the previous time stept − 1 by using the
complete set of POD coefficientsαd,t−1

u,i ,α
d,t−1
p,i ,α

sd,t
u,i ,α

sd,t
p,i :

f d
u,i ← (αd,t−1

u,i ,α
d,t−1
p,i ,α

sd,t
u,i ,α

sd,t
p,i ), f d

p,i ← (αd,t−1
u,i ,α

d,t−1
p,i ,α

sd,t
u,i ,α

sd,t
p,i ), (11)

(iii) Calculate the POD coefficientsαt
u andαt

p at the current time stept using the
following equations:

αd,t
u,i =

T
∑

t=1

wd
t,iφ

d
t, j(r), α

d,t
p,i =

T
∑

t=1

wd
t,iφ

d
t,i(r), (12)

for d = 1 to Sdo
Calculate the solutionsud,t andpd,t for each subdomaind on the full space
for each time stept by projectingαd,t

u, j andαd,t
p, j onto the full space.

ud,t = ū +
m

∑

j=1

α
d,t
u, jΦ

d
u, j , pd,t = p̄+

m
∑

j=1

α
d,t
p, jΦ

d
p, j ,

In algorithm2, the iteration loop (for it = 1 to Niteration) guarantees the hypersurface
traverses the flow dynamics over/across the subdomaind and also all the surrounding
subdomainssd. It ensures that the hypersurface represents the flow dynamics over the
subdomaind, especially the flow interaction between the subdomain and the neighbor-
ing surrounding subdomains.

For example, when we solve the DDNIROM for each subdomainαd,t
i at time level

t, at the first iteration, we need the solutions over the subdomain, αd,t−1 andαsd,t−1
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over the associated surrounding subdomains at the previoustime levelt − 1. After the
subdomain loopfor d = 1 to S for the first iteration in algorithm2, the solutions at
current time level for each subdomain can be obtained. In thefollowing iteration, the
solutionsαsd,t over surrounding subdomains at current time levelt are updated.αd,t

i
can be obtained by inputtingαd,t−1 andαsd,t into the hypersurface.

5. Numerical examples

5.1. Case 1: flow past a cylinder
The DDNIROM is first validated in a dimensionless test case: flow past a cylinder,

which is composed of a cylinder with a radius of 0.05 in the computational domain
(2.2× 0.41), see figure2. The center of the cylinder is located at (0.25, 0.25). An inlet
velocity of 1 is applied to the the left of the domain. The Reynolds number (Re) is set
to be 3200. No normal flow and zero shear (slip) boundary conditions are applied to the
cylinder and both lateral sides. There are 3213 nodes in the computational domain. In
this example, the global domain is divided into 15 different subdomains, see figure2.
The simulational period is set to [0, 6] with a time step size of∆t = 0.01. 60 snapshots
(solutions obtained by running the high fidelity model) are taken at a regularly spaced
time interval of 0.1.

Figure3 shows the global and local singular eigenvalues (associated to the global
and 15 subdomains respectively) in logarithmic scale in order of decreasing magni-
tude. The local basis function associated to a larger eigenvalue captures more energy
in the original flow dynamic system over the subdomain. It canbe seen in figure3
that the local singular eigenvalues decrease faster than the global singular eigenvalues.
Thus, in comparison to the global NIROM, a smaller number of local basis functions
is required for capturing most of energy in the original flow dynamical system. This
correspondingly reduces the dimension of hypersurfaces required for NIROM. To ac-
curately represent the details of the flow around the cylinder, the subdomain 7 is further
divided into 2×2 subdomains on average-labelled 16-19. Figure4 shows the eigenval-
ues of the subdomain 7 and its sub-subdomains 16-19. Figures5 and6 show the first
four leading basis functions associated to the global and subdomains 2, 7, 8 and 14.
Again it can be seen that the local basis functions over thesefour subdomains capture
more energy than the global basis functions.

Figure3 provides us a criterion for choosing the number of local basis functions
for each subdomain. The number of local basis functions for each subdomain (labeled
in figure2) is chosen in such a way that 99% of energy over the subdomain is captured
by these selected local basis functions.

Figure7 shows the velocity solutions obtained from the high fidelityfull model and
DDNIROM (the numbers of local basis functions for each subdomain are labeled in2)
at time level 5.0. As shown in the figure, the solutions from the DDNIROM are close
to those from the high fidelity full model. The velocity solutions at a particular point
(x = 0.7184, y = 0.28652) are shown in figure8. As one can see from this figure, the
DDNIROM with only 12 basis functions performs better than the global NIROM with
18 basis functions.

Figure9 presents the root-mean-square error (RMSE) and the correlation coeffi-
cient of solutions between the high fidelity full model and both of the global NIROM
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(a) subdomain number

(b) distribution of number of POD (c) subdomain 7

Figure 2: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the graphs shows the computational domain, number of basis
functions distribution for each subdomain and 15 subdomains of the flow past a cylinder case.
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Figure 3: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the global and local singular eigenvalues associated to the global
domain and 15 subdomains respectively.

and DDNIROM. We can see the correlation from the DDNIROM using 12 local ba-
sis functions is in closer agreement with the high fidelity full model than the global
NIROM using 18 basis functions although there is no much difference in RMSE.

5.2. Case 2: urban street canyon test case

In the second example the DDNIROM is applied to the simulation of a 2D urban
street canyon test case. The computational domain is shown in figure10, consisting
of a street canyon between two buildings. The domain has a dimensionless size of 2
× 1 and comprises of an unstructured finite element mesh with 8264 nodes, see figure
10. A uniform velocity of 1 is given to the left side of the computational domain as the
inflow boundary condition. The top and bottom boundary conditions are free-slip and
non-slip respectively. No-slip boundary conditions are prescribed to all the building
surfaces. The kinematic viscosity is 1× 10−4 and the Reynolds number based on the
tallest building height is 1× 104. The high fidelity full model was simulated for a time
interval of [0, 0.8] with a time step size of∆t = 0.01. Forty snapshots were taken at
regularly spaced time levels of 0.02. In this example, the global domain was partitioned
into 15 different subdomains, see figure10.
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Figure 4: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the singular eigenvalues over subdomain 7 and the subdomains inside
the subdomain 7.

(a) 1st basis function of subdomain 2. (b) 2nd basis function of subdomain 2.

(c) 1st basis function of subdomain 7. (d) 2nd basis function of subdomain 7.

(e) 1st basis function of subdomain 8. (f) 2nd basis function of subdomain 8.

(g) 1st basis function of subdomain 14. (h) 2nd basis function of subdomain 14.

(i) 1st global basis function of velocity. (j) 2nd global basis function of velocity.

Figure 5: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the first and second basis functions of the subdomain 2, 7, 8, 14 and
global domain of velocity (including all components u and v)respectively.
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(a) 3rd basis function of subdomain 2. (b) 4th basis function of subdomain 2.

(c) 3rd basis function of subdomain 7. (d) 4th basis function of subdomain 7.

(e) 3rd basis function of subdomain 8. (f) 4th basis function of subdomain 8.

(g) 3rd basis function of subdomain 14. (h) 4th basis function of subdomain 14.

(i) 3rd global basis function of velocity. (j) 4th global basis function of velocity.

Figure 6: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the third and fourth basis functions of the velocity field over the
global as well as the subdomain 2, 7, 8 and 14.

(a) full model, t = 5.0 (b) DDNIROM, t = 5.0

Figure 7: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the velocity solutionsobtained from the full model and DDNIROM
at time level 5.0. Note that the numbers of local basis functions for each subdomain are labelled in2.
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Figure 8: Case 1 - flow past a cylinder: the velocity solutionsobtained from the high fidelity full model and
global NIROM with 18 basis functions and DDNIROM (with 15 subdomains) with 12 basis functions at a
particular point (x=0.7184, y=0.28652).

Figure11 shows the global and local singular eigenvalues over the global domain
and 15 subdomains respectively. Figure12shows the singular eigenvalues over subdo-
main 8 and the subdomains (16-21) inside the subdomain 8. Visually, the eigenvalues
of subdomains (16-21) decay faster than those of subdomain 8and the global domain.
Different numbers of local basis functions are thus chosen for different subdomains in
an optimal way that most of energy is captured. Figure10 which shows the distribu-
tion of the number of basis functions for each subdomain. Thegraphs of the first four
leading basis functions over the global domain and subdomains 2, 7, 8 and 12 are dis-
played in figures13 and14. These figures show that the local basis functions capture
more energy and details than the global basis functions. It is seen that the flow struc-
ture within subdomain 8 is complex. To capture the details ofeddies, subdomain 8 is
further subdivided into 3× 2 subdomains-labelled 16-21, see figure10.

Figure15presents the velocity solutions at time level 0.6, as obtained from the full
model and DDNIROM (using the numbers of local functions chosen for each subdo-
main shown in figure10). It is minor visual differences of solutions between the two
models. It can be seen from figure15 that the DDNIROM captures well the small
structures of the flow around the two buildings.

To further demonstrate the capability of the DDNIROM, only one and two local
basis functions for all the subdomains are used to constructthe DDNIROM. Figure
16 shows the velocity solutions at time level 0.4, calculated from the full model and
both of the global NIROM and the DDNIROM. Figures16 (f) and (g) show the er-
ror of velocity solutions from the NIROM and DDNIROM with 3 basis functions at
time level 0.4. It can be seen that the DDNIROM captures well the eddies above
the two buildings even using only 3 basis functions, and performs better than the
global NIROM. This is further confirmed by the velocity solutions at a particular point
(x = 0.33221, y = 0.32814) shown in figure17. With increased number of basis
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Figure 9: Case 1: RMSE and correlation coefficient of velocity solutions between the high fidelity full model
and both of the global NIROM with 18 basis function and the DDNIROM with 12 basis functions.

functions, the accuracy of solutions from the NIROMs has been improved. Again the
DDNIROM with only 12 basis functions provides better results than the global NIROM
with 18 basis functions, especially around the perturbation peak att = 0.04. This is
also highlighted by the correlation coefficient of velocity solutions, see figure18. The
reduction of basis functions required for NIROMs leads to a decreased dimension of
hypersurfaces, thus decreasing the computational cost.

The computational cost of the DDNIROM is efficient. The CPU cost includes the
offline and the online costs. The offline cost involves forming the basis functions and
constructing the hypersurfaces. The CPU cost of forming thebasis functions for the
DDNIROM is almost equal to that of the global NIROM. The CPU cost of constructing
the hypersurfaces can be ignored. The offline process is precomputed. The online CPU
cost involves the time for solving the DDNIROM and projecting the reduced order
results onto the full space. The online CPU cost required forDDNIROM only 0.016
second while 158 seconds for the fidelity full model. For large complex problems, the
CPU time can be reduced by several orders of magnitude required for the fidelity full
model.
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(a)subdomain number

(b) distribution of number of POD (c) street canyon subdomain 8

Figure 10: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the 2D urbanstreet canyon case: (a) the computational
domain and 15 subdomains; (b) the number of POD basis functions chosen for each subdomain; and (c) 6
sub-subdomains within subdomain 8.

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
NUMBER OF POD BASES

0

30

60

90

120

150

180

210

240

270

300

330

S
IN

G
U

LA
R

 E
IG

E
N

V
A

LU
E

S

Subdomain 1
Subdomain 2
Subdomain 3
Subdomain 4
Subdomain 5
Sudomain 6
Subdomain 7
Subdomain 8
Subdomain 9
Subdomain 10
subdomain 11
Subdomain 12
Subdomain 13
Subdomain 14
Subdomain 15
Global domain

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
NUMBER OF POD BASES

-7

-6

-5

-4

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

3

S
IN

G
U

LA
R

 E
IG

E
N

V
A

LU
E

S

Subdomain 1
Subdomain 2
Subdomain 3
Subdomain 4
Subdomain 5
Subdomain 6
Subdomain 7
Subdomain 8
Subdomain 9
Subdomain 10
Subdomain 11
Subdomain 12
Subdomain 13
Subdomain 14
Subdomain 15
Global domain

(a) singular eigenvalues (b) logarithmic scale of singular eigenvalues

Figure 11: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the global and local singular eigenvalues over the global
domain and 15 subdomains respectively.
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Figure 12: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the singular eigenvalues associated to subdomain 8 and
the subdomains inside the subdomain 8.
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(a) 1st basis function of subdomain 2. (b) 2nd basis function of subdomain 2.

(c) 1st basis function of subdomain 7. (d) 2nd basis function of subdomain 7.

(e) 1st basis function of subdomain 8. (f) 2nd basis function of subdomain 8.

(g) 1st basis function of subdomain 12. (h) 2nd basis function of subdomain 12.

(i) 1st global basis function of velocity. (j) 2nd global basis function of velocity.

Figure 13: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the first andsecond basis functions and global functions
of velocity (including all components u and v).
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(a) 3rd basis function of subdomain 2. (b) 4th basis function of subdomain 2.

(c) 3rd basis function of subdomain 7. (d) 4th basis function of subdomain 7.

(e) 3rd basis function of subdomain 8. (f) 4th basis function of subdomain 8.

(g) 3rd basis function of subdomain 12. (h) 4th basis function of subdomain 12.

(i) 3rd global basis function of velocity. (j) 4th global basis function of velocity.

Figure 14: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the third and fourth basis functions and global basis
functions of velocity (including all components u and v).
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(a) full model, t = 5.0 (b) DDNIROM, t = 5.0

Figure 15: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the velocity solutions from the full model and DDNIROM
at time level 5.The numbers of local functions chosen for each subdomain are shown in figure10

(a) Full model at time level 0.4.

(b) NIROM with 1 global basis function. (c) NIROM with 3 global basis function.

(d) DDNIROM with 1 basis functions. (e) DDNIROM with 3 basis functions.

(f) Error of NIROM with 3 basis functions. (g) Error of DDNIROM with 3 basis functions.

Figure 16: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: figures (a) -(e) show the velocity solutions at time level
0.4, as calculated from the high fidelity full model and both of the global NIROM and DDNIROM with 1
basis function and 3 basis functions for all the subdomains;and figures (f) and (g) show the velocity errors
from both the global NIROM and DDNIROM with 3 basis functionsat time level 0.4.

18



0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
Time

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

V
el

oc
ity

Full model
NIROM, 1 global basis function
NIROM, 3 global basis functions
NIROM, 18 global basis functions
DDNIROM, 1 basis function
DDNIROM, 3 basis functions
DDNIROM, 12 basis functions

Figure 17: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: the velocity solutions of the high fidelity full model, the
global NIROM with 1, 3 and 18 global basis functions, as well as the DDNIROM with 1, 3 and 12 basis
functions at a particular point (x=0.33221, y=0.32814).
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Figure 18: Case 2 - urban street canyon test case: RMSE and correlation coefficient of velocity solutions.
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6. Conclusion

In this article, a domain decomposition non-intrusive reduced order model (DDNIROM)
is presented. The motivation of this work is to improve the capability of our recently
developed NIROM [28, 34] for complex flow problems over widely varying range of
scales (for example, from building, street to city scale). This can be done by partition-
ing the whole spatial computational domain into subdomains, thus capturing the details
of local flow features characterized by these subdomains. Using POD, the local basis
functions are generated based on the local solution snapshots over each subdomain.
The RBF is then used for constructing a set of local hypersurfaces for each subdomain.
These hypersurfaces include the fluid dynamics not only fromthe subdomain itself, but
also from the neighboring subdomains.

The DDNIROM has been applied to two numerical test cases: flowpast a cylinder
and street canyon. Different number of basis functions were used for the subdomains.
A comparison between the high fidelity full model, NIROM and DDNIROM has been
conducted. The numerical results show that the DDNIROM exhibits comprehensive
good agreement with the high fidelity full model and used fewer basis functions to
attain same accuracy as the global NIROM.

This subdomain non-intrusive reduced order modelling is a generic and efficient
approach for model reduction of general linear and non-linear time-dependent flow dy-
namical systems, even if where the source code is not available. Over existing global
ROMs, the DDNIROM proposed here is able to (1) provide more details of local flows
since local POD basis functions are generated based on localflow solutions over each
subdomain and associated surrounding domains; (2) reduce the need for large multi-
dimensional hypersurfaces representing the fluid dynamicsusing the global NIROM;
and (3) reduce the size of the singular value decomposition and provide a greater scope
for parallelization of the SVD. This is an essential step towards applying NIROMs to
a real-life scenario with arbitrarily complex physics,e.g. traffic, chemistry, greening,
particles and radiation.
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