
The Internet: Finding 
What You Need

• Dennis E. Slice (dslice@fsu.edu)

• Gordon Erlebacher (modifications)

Thursday, February 6, 14

mailto:dslice@fsu.edu
mailto:dslice@fsu.edu


Objectives

• Online resources – e.g., journals, 
professional society sites.

• Literature searches and citation 
management.

• Examine Google and its various searching 
capabilities

• Some alternatives to Google
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Internet: 
The Ultimate Tool

• What kind of information: 

- books

- research articles (pdf, txt)

- research facts (text, video, images)

- general knowledge (Wikipedia, ...)

- help on various subjects

- propaganda and utter nonsense
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• Search engines (Google, Bing, etc.)

• Databases (data, articles, images, videos)

• Blogs (individual experiences and opinion)

• Forums (discussion groups, mailing lists)

• Chat rooms (interactive conversations)

Approaches
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Library Resources
Journals

• http://www.fsu.edu 

- Search “Library”

• http://www.google.com 

- Search “Library fsu” 

• Search journals  (once library found)

- Social Science

- Psychology
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Library Resources
Databases

• Articles and Databases

- Most Used Databases

✓ Web of Science

• Faculty: Janet Kistner

• Kistner Janet

• Berler E*

• ...find the article.

• Your favorite psych. prof or subject...
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Library Resources
What to Do with What You Find

• http://www.lib.fsu.edu/

- Citation Management

✓ Zotero (Firefox, standalone)

• Risky business...in-class install

• Back to Web of Science

• Save Kistner citations

• Share with others
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Search Engines
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Category:Internet_search_engines

• List of search engines

- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_search_engines

• 2010 list of search engines

- http://www.thesearchenginelist.com/
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How to choose a 
search tool? 
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What engine to use?
• Depending on the specific task, certain engines are 

better than others: 

- boolean logic (and/or/not and combinations)

- restrict to certain file types

- specify that search words are near each other in 
text

- Many more specialized needs:

✓ http://www.submitawebsite.com/articles/about-
search.aspx

Thursday, February 6, 14

http://www.submitawebsite.com/articles/about-search.aspx
http://www.submitawebsite.com/articles/about-search.aspx
http://www.submitawebsite.com/articles/about-search.aspx
http://www.submitawebsite.com/articles/about-search.aspx


Google

• www.google.com

- Feeling lucky?, etc.

- Psychology (page layout), web

✓ Images (layout, size, color, face)

✓ News (time)

✓ Videos, etc.
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Google
Advanced Searches

• G. Boole

• Boolean Algebra

• How to use Boolean logic
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Boolean Logic
George Boole ( /ˈbuːl/; 2 November 1815 – 8 
December 1864) was an English 
mathematician, philosopher and logician. His 
work was in the fields of differential equations 
and algebraic logic, and he is now best known 
as the author of The Laws of Thought. As the 
inventor of the prototype of what is now called 
Boolean logic, which became the basis of the 
modern digital computer, Boole is regarded in 
hindsight as a founder of the field of computer 
science. Boole said,

... no general method for the solution of 
questions in the theory of probabilities can be 
established which does not explicitly 
recognise ... those universal laws of thought 
which are the basis of all reasoning ...[1]
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Boolean: OR
(http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp)

college OR university
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Boolean: OR
(http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp)

college OR university OR campus
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Boolean: AND
(http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp)

poverty AND crime
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Boolean: AND
(http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp)

poverty AND crime AND gender
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Boolean: NOT
(http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp)

cats NOT dogs
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Google
Boolean Searches

• psychology AND clinical → psychology 
clinical

• psychology OR clinical → psychology OR 
clinical

• psychology NOT clinical → psychology -
clinical
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http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/
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Search Engine Features
http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/features/

byfeature.shtml
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Google Quotes

• psychology clinical      

• clinical psychology      (different from previous)

• “clinical psychology”   (exact phrase)

• “psychology clinical”  (exact phrase)

• psychol      (exact word or synonym)

• “psychol”  (exact word)
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File type

• on Google: 

-      psychology filetype:pdf

- will only search for pdf files
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Ignore a file type

• Everything except pdf files: 

-    psychology -filetype:pdf

• Everything except pdf and ppt files:

-     psychology -filetype:pdf -filetype:ppt
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Ignore a file type

• forensic psychology

• “forensic psychology”

• “forensic psychology” filetype:pdf

• “forensic psychology” -filetype:pdf
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Google
Site Search

• psychology forum

• depression site:thepsychologyforum.com

• Psychology at fsu: 
    psychology site:www.fsu.edu

Thursday, February 6, 14

http://www.fsu.edu
http://www.fsu.edu


How does 
Google 
work?
http://

ppcblog.com/
how-google-

works/
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Google Scholar

• Janet Kistner
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Additional Google Features
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More features
Search tools
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Search Engines
Prehistory, 

• http://www.monash.com/spidap3.html 

- Excite

- Alta Vista

- Infoseek

- Lycos

- ....

• They have been gobbled up by Google!
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Finding people

• Many search engines

• Can do in-depth searches at cost

- e.g., background checking

- e.g., mugshots.com
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Google Alternatives

• Gigablast (http://www.gigablast.com)

• Bing (http://www.bing.com)

• Yahoo (http://www.yahoo.com)

• DuckDuckGo.com (good for languages)

• What else? Let's ask google!
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Gigablast

• Similar to Google

• Very sophisticated boolean logic

- AND, NOT, OR

- http://www.gigablast.com/help.html

• Gives direct access to Bing and Google
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Photo databases

• Too many to mention: 

• Main ones:

- Picasa (http://picasa.google.com/)

- Flickr (http://www.flickr.com/)
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Photo repository
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Search for Metadata
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One repository of datasets 
relevant to Psychology 

http://www.apa.org/research/responsible/data-links.aspx
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