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Abstract

What comes after you’ve reached your goal of a degree in mathematics or statistics? Students may
have little idea of the suitable employers (academia, business, industry, government), the kinds of non-
academic jobs available (such as computing, data science, engineering, finance, health, pharmaceuticals),
and the ways of finding and applying for jobs. This talk will quickly survey your choices in seeking to
start a career. Some time will be spent explaining how an academic career starts with a postdoc position,
and how a person interested in a future job at a company or laboratory can seek a summer internship.

1 First Job for Math Graduates?

Suppose we skip ahead to the moment after you have gotten your master’s or PhD degree, after specializing
in some area of mathematics or statistics, and writing a dissertation on some very specific problem. Does
the first job you get correspond to your training?

At the University of Pittsburgh, the Math Department maintains a record of the first job taken by PhD
graduates. Let’s take a look at it, to get a real surprise at the range of dissertation areas, the variety of
companies that hired graduates, and the way that a dissertation topic often seems to have little to do with
the job that was found.
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This job information is currently available at

University of Pittsburgh

Department of Mathematics

Graduate

Graduate Employment

or

https://www.mathematics.pitt.edu/graduate/graduate-employment
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Looking at this information, you will see that a large number of graduates go to various banks and
financial companies. This suggests that, even if you are concentrating on abstract algebra, complex analysis,
or partial differential equations, it’s worth while to pick up a credit or two in courses in probability, statistics,
financial math, data science, programming or actuarial science.

Only a minority of our students went into academic positions, and in most cases their first job was not
as an assistant professor, but rather as a post-doctoral student.
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2 Breaking into the Academic Job World

You should already know the three ranks of assistant, associate and full professors, and that on reaching the
associate professor stage, it is typical to struggle to get tenure, after which your position at a university is
pretty safe.

However, with the increase in enrollment, teaching loads and research requirements, and the reduction
in support from state governments, most universities have added a number of lower positions, with a variety
of names, including instructor, visiting associate professor, lecturer, non-tenure-stream professor. If you are
looking for a first academic position in statistics, you should probably apply for assistant professor positions;
however, in mathematics you will instead need to start by looking for a post doc position.

This is an intermediate position between graduate school and a professorial job. It may last from 1 to 3
years. It comes in a variety of forms. Usually, the job is thought of as a sort of training experience, and a
chance for you to do some more publishable reseach that will qualify you to apply for a professorship.

A departmental postdoc is a kind of temporary professor, doing some teaching and independent research;
a research postdoc will typically work directly with a supervising professor, who has a major research project,
and can be expected to advise, guide, and train you for this work.

A post-doc position can be thought of as a half-step to a professorship, intended to give you practice in
teaching, research, collaboration, publication, conference presentations, under the guidance of an advisor or
mentor. You will want to write and publish some good papers, make some useful professional contacts, and
gather some favorable letters of reference in preparation for your application for a professorship.

You should know that you will generally not be considered for a professorship at the school where you
have just completed your post-doc!

A nice discussion of the varieties of postdoc jobs is given at:
https://orise.orau.gov/resources/stem/professional-development/becoming-a-postdoc/

what-is-a-postdoc.html

3 Apply for academic jobs mathjobs, asa-jobweb, jobseeker

There are a number of web sites which post job announcements for mathematics and statistics:

� mathjobs, sponsored by The American Mathematical Society;

� asa-jobweb, from the American Statistical Association;

� jobseeker, for the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM);

These sites announce new positions, allow job seekers to set up resumes and other documents, to request
letters of reference, and to apply to specific jobs. Most jobs announcements appear starting in September,
and applicants are typically encouraged to apply, and supply all information, by the end of December. In
January, committees often choose about three candidates, who are invited for interviews, and then an offer
is made in early spring.

Even before you are ready to look for a position, it’s useful to search these sites, to see how many jobs
are open, where they are, what levels and areas of specialization are of interest. For instance, you will notice
right now that very many jobs seem to be looking for people with some skills in data science or machine
learning.

The American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of America also provide job
posting and connections. There is a joint AMS/MAA meeting, to be held in San Francisco January 3-6 2024,
which includes on site job interviews for many academic positions, often at smaller teaching universities, and
particularly of interest for fresh PhD students.
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The meeting is described at: https://jointmathematicsmeetings.org/jmm

You should be particularly interested in the section on Employment/Career Opportunities:

� Employment Center

� BEGIN Career Center

� Career Fair

� Grad School Fair

4 Browse mathjobs

Let’s browse through the mathjobs site as an example, going to

https://www.mathjobs.org/jobs

and choosing

Login to MathJobs.org

...as a job applicant

View Jobs (appears at top of screen)

JobListings [by country/state]

At the top of the list you will see US states, with the number of jobs in parentheses.

Picking a state gives you the current list.
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Clicking on any job abbreviation in square brackets will give you the full details about the job and what you
have to do to apply.

5 NANet

For students with a background in scientific computing, numerical analysis, or other applied fields, it may be
worthwhile to investigate NANet, a weekly newsletter with information about conferences, online workshops,
and jobs. A website for all the back issues is at https://www.netlib.org/na-digest-html/ and you can
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subscribe in order to get the weekly issues.

6 The National Laboratories

Across the country, there are many national laboratories engaged in scientific research, with many opportu-
nities for people with skills in mathematics, statistics or other scientific disciplines. These labs also have an
extensive educational purpose, and conduct programs involving students at the high school, undergraduate
and graduate levels.

Working at a lab is a sort of halfway position between academics and industry. There is more emphasis
on team work and projects, but there is also respect for research, publication, and education.

National labs and institutes include NASA, NCAR, NIH, NIST, NOAA, NSA. In particular, the De-
partment of Energy has 17 lab sites, including Los Alamos, Livermore, Oak Ridge, Fermi. These labs often
include an internship program involving a temporary summer job, with housing and pay, which allows you
to get a feeling for the work there.

Take a look at what’s available at:

https://www.energy.gov/jobs-national-labs

Some labs or positions have citizenship or legal permanent resident (LPR) requirements, or the ability to
pass a security clearance, so it’s important to check the details of any program before you apply.

An internship at a national lab is an excellent thing to have on your CV.
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7 Jobs Outside of Academia

Most mathematics graduates will not end up in academic jobs. That means you may have to search in
unfamiliar territory, not even knowing what’s available. SIAM (the Society for Industrial and Applied
Mathematics) publishes a booklet Careers in the Mathematical Sciences which can help you to decide where
to look. It describes people with math backgrounds working at various companies, gives their educational
history, current salary, job title and duties, and allows them to speak about what it’s like to work there.

The booklet is currently available at

SIAM.org

Careers

Resources

Careers in Math Sciences

Careers Brochure

or

https://www.siam.org/Portals/0/Student%20Programs/Thinking%20of%20a

%20Career/Careers%20Brochure%202022.pdf

Page 6 presents the case of Jesse Berwald, working for Quantum Computing, Inc.

8



9



8 Investigate Employers Directly

Some of the top employers for MST graduates are:

� The Boeing Company

� Black & Veatch

� Kiewit

� Burns & McDonnell

� Missouri S&T, yes your alma mater!

� Ameren

� Accenture

� Garmin International

� Cerner Corporation

� Microsoft

� Missouri Department of Transportation

� Honeywell

If a particular company seems of interest to you, you can go directly to their web site and look for job
listings.

web site: boeing.com

Choose tab "Careers"

Enter Search Keyword "Mathematics"

which finds more than 700 corresponding job openings. Here we show just the first three:

10



9 Investigate Employers Through Job Sites

If you don’t have a particular company in mind, you should at least have an idea of the area you are interested
in, such as health, or finance, or software development. You can consider going to one of the general job
search applications and explore what’s available in that area.

These sites include:

� CareerBuilder;

� indeed;

� linkedin;

� monster;

� usajobs (jobs with the US government);

� ziprecruiter;

10 Internships

If you’re not sure what you want to do, or even what you can do, an intership is a great way to get an early
taste of what a particular job field is like. You get paid, you get trained, you make some personal contacts
that will be very useful in the future.

An internship is usually a temporary summer job with a company or lab, during which you participate
in some project or other activity under the guidance of an advisor. The advisor is there to give you some
training and motivation, but also to monitor how well you are adapting to the tasks you are given.

An internship can result in getting a paper written, or a letter of recommendation, or a job offer. It is
also a big plus on your resume, since it lets prospective employers know that you have already managed to
work effectively within a group or company environment.

The SIAM internship website at:

https://www.siam.org/careers/internships

presents internships organized by subject area.
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11 The CV and other documents

When you apply for a job, there are a number of documents you will be asked to supply, which might include
some of the following:

� a cover letter: a different one for each job application

� a curriculum vitae or “CV”: everything about you

� a resume: one page highlights of CV that apply to this job;

� a research statement: what you’ve done, and where it’s going;

� a teaching statement

� a diversity statement

� a list of reference letter writers

Even so, a few things are worth mentioning.

� You will want to write a brief (3 paragraph) cover letter customized to each job; what job you want;
why they should be interested in you why you are interested in them;

� For now, you can think of your CV as just a long itemized list of your graduate career, including
classwork, research, teaching, papers, conferences, awards, internships, fellowships, and membership in
professional societies. Get all this down on paper, keep it updated, and let the Career Center help you
format it later.

� Your teaching statement isn’t restricted to classes you taught. If you are looking for an academic job,
you should try to document any work with undergraduates, including tutoring, giving a talk to an
undergraduate club, or other projects.

� You need to “cultivate” people who will write you a letter of reference. Your advisor is a freebie, and
you might have another faculty member who is familiar with your work and appreciates it. But it will
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be most helpful if you can list respected people from other institutions who have worked with you,
through collaborations, internships, or other interactions. It takes time to build up such relationships,
but start looking now!

A personal web page is another way to “advertise” yourself. You might list open problems you are interested
in, research activities, computer programs you have written, talks you have given. Your web page is another
way to try to communicate with the mathematical world; it can give a potential employer some extra insight
beyone the usual formal documents involved in the hiring process.

Some additional information that should go in your CV includes any programming languages you are
familiar with. You should take advantage of any short workshops offered on such topics as data visualization,
data frames with R, R Studio, 3D scanning. These skills can help you in your class and research work, but may
also interest a potential employer. If you are looking for a job in industry, you might want to highlight any
experience or knowledge of actuarial science, financial mathematics, machine learning, probability, statistics,
since these are specific topics that a company may be searching for.

12 You must be more than just your transcript!

One thing that impresses employers is any early work experience or activity that you have already had.

For academic employment, your teaching activity will be looked at carefully. Were you a tutor, assistant,
grader, or the principal instructor? If you were an instructor, did you get and report teaching evaluations?
Were you involved with students in any other way, as an adviser, club president, or project leader? Did you
teach a variety of classes, or higher level classes such as calculus III, or ODE’s? Did you receive any awards,
scholarships, or fellowships?

Research universities will want to know whether you have already had some productive work, as evidenced
by talks you gave at conferences, and papers you co-authored. They will also consider whether you would
be a good fit with their current research groups. A school with a heavy emphasis on pure mathematics may
hesitate to hire an applied person who would have no one to work with.

Both universities and industry will be very interested in any internships you worked on. You obviously
had to make an extra effort to apply for such a position, and you were good enough to get it. You had
to move out of your comfort zone, learn a new environment, work with a group, and pick up some extra
skills during that time. These facts make a hiring committee more comfortable in considering you as a new
employee.

13 The MST Career Center

The University offers a career planning service, located on the third floor of Norwood Hall, with email
career@mst.edu, and website career.mst.edu.

The center offers information about career fairs, career programs, networking events, job and internship
search, mock interviews, and help with resumes and cover letters. They can tell you who’s hiring, and typical
salary ranges.

You should visit the center, find out about the next career fair (scheduled for 20 February 2024), print
your current CV, and discuss your job search. When you have a possible job in view, you should request a
mock interview, to make you a little more comfortable with having to explain yourself to strangers.
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14 Some Helpful Publications
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15 Web links

� https://people.sc.fsu.edu/∼jburkardt/presentations/careers 2023 mst.pdf

� https://phdcomics.com/comics.php?f=1623

� https://www.mathematics.pitt.edu/graduate/graduate-employment

� https://orise.orau.gov/resources/stem/professional-development
/becoming-a-postdoc/what-is-a-postdoc.html

� https://www.amstat.org/your-career/asa-jobweb

� https://jobs.siam.org/jobs/

� https://www.mathjobs.org/jobs

� https://jointmathematicsmeetings.org/jmm

� https://www.netlib.org/na-digest-html/

� https://www.energy.gov/jobs-national-labs

� https://www.siam.org/Portals/0/Student%20Programs/Thinking%20of%20a
%20Career/Careers%20Brochure%202022.pdf

� https://jobs.boeing.com/

� https://www.careerbuilder.com/

� https://www.indeed.com/

� https://www.linkedin.com/

� https://www.monster.com/

� https://www.usajobs.gov/

� https://www.ziprecruiter.com/

� https://www.siam.org/careers/internships

� https://career.mst.edu/

� https://my.siam.org/Store/Product/viewproduct/?ProductId=29783110

� https://theprofessorisin.com/
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